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The court upheld the law banning expatriates from v oting in UK elections if they  hav e liv ed abroad for

more than 1 5 y ears. Photograph: Ian Forsy th/Getty  Images

A 91-year-old Briton who lives in northern Italy has failed to overturn the ban on

expatriates voting in UK elections once they have lived abroad for more than 15 years.

The European court of human rights has rejected Harry Schindler's arguments that he is

disenfranchised and deprived of his ability to participate in his native country's elections.

The judges dismissed his claim on the grounds that the UK government was entitled to

exercise discretion, technically known as its "margin of appreciation", in terms of

Sign into the Guardian using your Facebook account

Briton fails to overturn ban on long-
term expats voting in UK elections
Harry Schindler, who has lived in Italy since 1982, challenged

voting ban for Britons who have lived abroad for over 15 years

Owen Bowcott , legal affairs correspondent
guardian.co.uk, Tuesday  7  May  201 3  1 1 .37  BST

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/live-life-for-less?INTCMP=BACMICBNR10488
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/pages/search.aspx?i=001-119229
https://id.guardian.co.uk/facebook/signin?upsell=1&returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guardian.co.uk%2Flaw%2F2013%2Fmay%2F07%2Fbriton-ban-expats-voting-elections%2Fprint
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/owenbowcott
http://www.guardian.co.uk/


7/23/13 Briton fails to overturn ban on long-term expats voting in UK elections |  Law |  guardian.co.uk

www.guardian.co.uk/law/2013/may/07/briton-ban-expats-voting-elections/print 2/4

What's this?More from the Guardian

How to complain in a restaurant 1 9 Jul 201 3

Weekender: Annabel Spooner, performer, 27  20 Jul

201 3

Pardoning Alan Turing is a pointless exercise 20 Jul

201 3

Millions of US license plates tracked and stored, new

ACLU report finds 1 7  Jul 201 3

Defendants in criminal trials forced to pay  to see

key  forensic ev idence 1 7  Jul 201 3

What's this?More from around the

web

What Would George Orwell Say  Today  About the

Future of Gov ernment? (Business Value Exchange)

DOJ approv es sy ndicated estafa case v s Pagadian

City  may or (Inquirer.net)

Manager Say s Museum Cashiers Trained to Mislead

Visitors (Bloomberg)

Billionaire Grocer Catsimatidis Seeks NYC May or’s

Office (Bloomberg)

Why  China’s New Bullet Trains Won’t Eat Up

Airline Profits (The Financialist)

interpreting how to enforce citizens' rights to free elections.

Schindler, who was born in 1921, left the UK in 1982 to live with his wife, an Italian

national, in Ascoli Piceno, overlooking the Adriatic. The Strasbourg court pointed out

that he was entitled to obtain Italian citizenship and vote in Italian elections; he was also

entitled to return to the UK and have his voting rights in Britain restored.

During the second world war, he served in North Africa and took part in the allied

landings at Anzio in southern Italy and the liberation of Rome. Interviewed about his

case in 2011, Schindler told the BBC: "At a time in the UK when there's great concern

about participatory democracy, for the government to find reasons not to vote is curious

indeed. We feel we are part of the UK. We don't feel we're abroad at all." Both France

and Italy have members of their national assemblies exclusively elected by expatriates.

If Schindler had been successful, the case would have far-reaching electoral

consequences. It has been estimated that as many as 5.5 million UK citizens live abroad,

but no more than 13,000 were registered on UK electoral rolls to vote in 2008.

Dismissing the appeal, the Strasbourg judges said: "Having regard to the margin of

appreciation available to the domestic legislature in regulating parliamentary elections,

the restriction imposed by the respondent state on the applicant's right to vote may be

regarded as proportionate to the legitimate aim pursued.

"The court is thus satisfied that the impugned legislation struck a fair balance between

the conflicting interests at stake, namely the genuine interest of the applicant, as a

British citizen, to participate in parliamentary elections in his country of origin and the

chosen legislative policy of respondent state to confine the parliamentary franchise to

those citizens with a close connection with the United Kingdom and who would therefore

be most directly affected by its laws."
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