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War veteran, 91, heading to Brussels to fight expat vote ban

He fought for Britain in the war, and now 91-year-old Harry Shindler is fighting for
another cause in Europe – the restoration of British expats' voting rights

Harry Shindler: prepared to take case to the United Nations 

10:11AM BST 22 Aug 2013

A 91-year-old war veteran will head to Brussels next month to meet with the European

Commission about restoring voting rights.

Harry Shindler is one of thousands of campaigners fighting for British expats to be able to cast

their ballots even if they have been out of the country for 15 years or more.

The group heading to Brussels is representing the Votes for Expat Brits campaign (www.votes-for-

expat-brits.com) and will meet on September 5 with a team headed by Michael Shotter, legal

advisor to Viviane Reding, vice-president of the EU.

Despite losing a European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ruling earlier this year, Shindler, a

long-term resident of Italy, has not given up hope. This week his appeal against the decision was

lodged with the European court.

The European Commission has appeared sympathetic to the plight of disfranchised British expats.

In May Reding said she "will work on ways to enable EU citizens to keep their right to vote in

national elections in their country of origin".

Successive governments have argued expats are no longer connected to the UK, so should not be
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allowed to participate in elections.

But of the five million-plus expats living around the world many still have strong links such as UK

property, pensions and bank accounts. Other European countries, including France and Poland, have

no such cut-off period for voting rights.

Shindler said: "I am convinced we will win, the same way the suffragettes were 100 years ago. The

case that an expat has cut ties with Britain when they leave is no longer true. Thanks to email,

mobile phones, the Channel tunnel and aeroplanes one does not cut their ties."

Once he returns from Brussels he will concentrate on his appeal to the European Court of Human

Rights. "We just have to be patient," he added.

Shindler served in North Africa during the war and took part in the allied landing at Anzio, in

southern Italy, and the liberation of Rome. He moved to Italy after retiring from the Army in 1982,

to be with his Italian wife.

Rome-based law firm Oliver & Partners, is working on his appeal. It has applied for the case to be

referred to the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights to be reconsidered by a

panel of 17 judges.

Charlotte Oliver from the firm said: "The fact that vice-president Viviane Reding said she would

give her full backing to the campaign of expats to preserve their voting rights, and that it is a

fundamental issue in the 2013 EU Year of the Citizen, is enough evidence in my view of how very

significant this issue is.

"We are very optimistic that the case will be referred to the Grand Chamber."
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